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Abstract.

The main aim of this talk is to show how some of the theoretical issues that arise in
developing my research project connect to the broader issue of how to capture the structural
status of nominal modifiers.

Across languages, ‘locative’ nouns (and other ‘special’ lexical classes of nominals)
have been noticed to show peculiar grammatical behavior, whereby the exceptional lack of a
functional item like a preposition/case marker or a determiner (‘Bareness’) correlates with
restrictions on pluralization and nominal modification (Haspelmath 2019; Matushansky
2019; Stolz, Lestrade, and Stolz 2014, etc.).

The hypothesis at the heart of my project is that this pattern has a structural basis,
and that ‘locative’ nouns are able to lexicalize reduced, or ‘slim’ nominal structures through
phrasal Spell Out (Starke 2009; 2018; Caha 2009; 2018, etc.). The main claim is that this idea
is able to provide a uniform account of the general pattern, while at the same time aiming at
a restrictive theory of the relationship between ‘locative’ and ‘regular’ occurrences of the
relevant nominals.

In this talk, I discuss some of the questions this approach has to answer, focusing on
the structural status of nominal modifiers. I argue that the issue is problematic for
Nanosyntax more in general, and present two tentative hypotheses, showing how they might
integrate with the approach I am pursuing in my project.

References

Caha, Pavel. 2009. “The Nanosyntax of Case.” PhD Thesis, Universitetet i Tromseo.

. 2018. “Notes on Insertion in Distributed Morphology and Nanosyntax.” In

Exploring Nanosyntax, edited by Lena Baunaz, Liliane Haegeman, Karen De Clercq,

and Eric Lander, 57-87. Oxford University Press New York.

Haspelmath, Martin. 2019. “Differential Place Marking and Differential Object Marking.”
STUEF - Language Typology and Universals 72 (3): 313-34. https://doi.org/10.1515/stuf-
2019-0013.

Matushansky, Ora. 2019. “The Case of Restricted Locatives.” Proceedings of Sinn Und Bedeutung,
July, 161-178 Pages. https://doi.org/10.18148/SUB/2019.V2312.604.

Starke, Michal. 2009. “Nanosyntax: A Short Primer to a New Approach to Language, Ms.”

. 2018. “Complex Left Branches, Spellout, and Prefixes.” In Exploring Nanosyntax.,

edited by Lena Baunaz, Liliane Haegeman, Karen De Clercq, and Eric Lander, 239—

49. Oxford University Press.

Stolz, Thomas, Sander Lestrade, and Christel Stolz. 2014. The Crosslinguistics of Zero-Marking
of  Spatial  Relations: ~ OLDENBOURG  WISSENSCHAFTSVERLAG.
https://doi.org/10.1524/9783050065304.




