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My research project investigates the grammar of bare ‘locative’ nouns, i.e. singular com-
mon nouns exceptionally appearing without a determiner in PPs, arguing that their crosslin-
guistically regular grammatical behavior can be reduced to more general properties of
nominal structure and how these nouns lexicalize it under Phrasal Lexicalization (Starke,
2009, and ff.). In this talk, I present work in progress in the collection of corpus data
on bare PPs in Italian. This aims at shedding new light on properties that are not typ-
ically recognized in the literature (Carlson et al., 2006; De Swart, 2015; De Swart and
Zwarts, 2009; Stvan, 1998, 2009; Williams, 2019, a.0.) and can further support the
morphosyntactic approach to the grammar of ‘locative’ nouns I am pursuing. Specifically,
I will discuss preliminary evidence for three main claims: 1) there are distinct subclasses
of items within the set of bare ‘locative’ nominals with partially different syntactic behav-
ior; 2) nouns in bare PPs are not necessarily ‘weakly rerefential’ (Aguilar-Guevara et al.,
2014), and can receive ‘strong’ definite readings as well; 3) despite this range of possible
interpretations, the only modifiers regularly appearing in the construction are kind-level
ones, pointing to the conclusion that the observed restrictions on nominal modification
are not predicted by the lexical semantics of the noun alone, being rather structural in
nature. The main aim of the talk is to present the ongoing corpus-based data collection
I am conducting on the iTenTen20 corpus (Jakubicek et al., 2013) to find further sup-
port for the claims in 1)-3). I will discuss issues connected to the choice of the corpus,
the selection of nouns to be tested, the quantity and quality of available data, and the
annotation for syntactic and semantic properties. The main aim is to gather feedback on
the steps taken so far and the reasoning behind them, with a focus on open questions
concerning the best way to operationalize and statistically test my hypotheses.

References

Ana Aguilar-Guevara et al. (2014). “Advances in Weak Referentiality”. In: Weak Referentiality. Ed. by Ana
Aguilar-Guevara et al. Vol. 219. John Benjamins Publishing Company, pp. 1-16 *Gregory Carlson et al.
(2006). “Weak Definite Noun Phrases”. In: PROCEEDINGS-NELS. vol. 36. 1. Citeseer *Henriette De Swart
(2015). “Constructions with and without Articles”. In: The Syntax and Semantics of Pseudo-Incorporation.
Ed. by Olga Borik and Berit Gehrke. Brill, pp. 126-156 *Henriette De Swart and Joost Zwarts (2009).
“Less Form — More Meaning: Why Bare Singular Nouns Are Special”. In: Lingua 119.2, pp. 280-295. 1ssN:
0024-3841. pot: 10.1016/j.1lingua.2007.10.015 *Milos Jakubicek et al. (2013). “The TenTen Corpus
Family”. In: 7th International Corpus Linguistics Conference CL. Lancaster University, pp. 125-127 ¢Michal
Starke (2009). “Nanosyntax: A Short Primer to a New Approach to Language”. In: Ms., Tromsg University
*Laurel Smith Stvan (1998). “The Semantics and Pragmatics of Bare Singular Noun Phrases”. PhD thesis.
Northwestern University ¢Laurel Smith Stvan (2009). “Semantic Incorporation as an Account for Some
Bare Singular Count Noun Uses in English”. In: Lingua 119.2, pp. 314-333 *Adina Williams (2019). “A
Morpho-Semantic Account of Weak Definites and Bare Institutional Singulars in English”. In: Definiteness
across Languages. Ed. by Ana Aguilar-Guevara et al. Zenodo, pp. 319-345. po1: 10.5281/ZENODO. 3265959


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lingua.2007.10.015
https://doi.org/10.5281/ZENODO.3265959

